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The year, 2010, 

was named by 

the United 

Nations as the 

International Year of Biodiversity. We can look 

back at a time when Ireland had great oak forests, 

woodlands of rich biodiversity. Now only the 

smallest remnants remain. How this came about is 

now a matter of history. Suffice it to say that the 

oak is the richest of our native trees in biodiversity 

supporting about three hundred different forms of 

life. Other native trees such as the willow are also 

rich in biodiversity. To commemorate this special 

year, Forest Friends planted a thousand tiny 

acorns which can be the beginning of re-creating a 

great Irish forest. We will soon need land to plant 

them. We are appealing to landowners who have 

land that they can spare to make it available so 

that we can plant the young oak as they develop.  

The oak and our other of native trees are 

hardwood trees and the more we plant the more 

we will help to save the rainforests, the lungs of 

the world. Rainforests are being destroyed at an 

alarming rate. Each second an area the size of a 

football pitch is felled. The rainforests are the 

richest areas of biodiversity and provide for about 

fifty percent of the medicines that we use. They 

contain most of the creatures that form part of the 

complex web of life and the interdependencies 

that only now we are beginning to adequately 

understand.  

As part of the biodiversity year, Forest Friends 

developed a number of nature gardens in schools 

to give pupils a better understanding of the needs 

of wildlife and how they can re-connect, preserve 

and build habitats for them. Our project for 2010 

year was ƴŀƳŜŘ άIŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ²ƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ Iŀōƛǘŀǘǎέ 

promoting a better understanding of the 

biodiversity of Irish natural woodland areas.  

Forest Friends are prepared to join with like 

minded people who wish to re-create native oak 

forest at different locations throughout Ireland 

and are calling on land owners to answer the call if 

they have marginal land suitable for planting. We 

want to get together to form a collective, a 

partnership of people to develop a long term plan 

and create centres of environmental excellence at 

different locations throughout Ireland. Part of this 

plan is to have wildlife centres with educational 

facilities for old and young with native flora and 

fauna, including trees and other plants, birds, 

bees, bats, butterflies, frogs, foxes, badgers, as 

part of a wildlife havens or refuges, demonstrating 

best practice as part of a deeper ecology. Here, in 

places of tranquillity, people could study, reflect, 

meditate, write, paint, plant, manage and care-

take. The centres could also demonstrate how 

what we do has a bearing on the rainforests and 

how we can help to preserve them. Forest Friends 

have branches in Ghana and Senegal, African 

countries, where only about seven per cent of 

their rainforests remain. These countries need to 

plant millions of trees to stop the Sahara desert 

which is ever extending, from taking over 

completely. They need our help in that regard and 

we need urgently to devise our plans to help them 

and stop the felling of the forests. As a first step 

Emmanuel Nsor of Forest Friends Ghana and 

Rainforest Friends Ghana is planning a conference 

ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ DƘŀƴŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ά¢ƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ 

CƻǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊes 

resources and support at all levels.  

 

 

John Haughton  

Forest Friends Ireland/CáirdenaCoille 

55 Fairview Strand, Fairview, Dublin 3 

www.forestfriends.ie  

email: forest.friends@topmail.ie  

Please note this issue is a 
special edition therefore 
longer that the previous 

issues. 
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Letters to the editor 
  

ά!ǎ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¦bC/// ό¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
on Climate Change) annual conference is to take place here in Durban at the end of 
November, and all the local enviro NGOs are getting into a spin around planning and 
preparations for the wave of international activists we expect to hit our shores. 

Timberwatch will be focusing its efforts on discrediting the false climate change 
solution being promoted in the form of plantation 'carbon sinks'. Here is an article 
that you may already have seen, but it is really useful from the point of view that it 
lays bare the fallacy of what has been done in Ireland in the name of saving the 
climate! Unfortunately I could not find the name of the author, and would appreciate 
any help in this regard, and if anyone knows of other articles or reports on this topic, 
please send them my way. Best wishes,  

ǿŀƭƭȅέ 

 Wally Menne plantnet@iafrica.com  

Tel: +27 (0)82 4442083  

Skype: wally.menne 

 

mailto:plantnet@iafrica.com
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Environmental Pillar of Social Partnership 
PRESS RELEASE: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
11th February, 2011 
 
The Environmental Pillar Condemns the Governments U-Turn on Genetically Modified Foods 
 
The Government's reversal of its policy to abstain on European Union decisions to allow genetically modified 
food into the EU has been condemned by the Environmental Pillar as another step towards downgrading 
Ireland's image as the home of safe and healthy GM free foods. The fact is that 60% of consumers all over 
Europe want GM-free foods.  That is a market of 514,000,000 people.  Until now Ireland has been one of the few 
countries able to guarantee quality GM-free foods to this market, but with this decision and the changing stance 
on GM food production, Ireland is turning its back on this enormous export potential. 
Minister for Agriculture, Brendan Smith announced yesterday that Ireland would now support a number of 
proposals on allowing the marketing of food, food ingredients and animal feed consisting of or produced from 
genetically modified (GM) maize and cotton. 
 
Michael Ewing, the Coordinator of the Environmental Pillar said, "The Irish Sea was the last frontier to the spread 
of GM crops in Europe. The impact of GM foods on the health of humans and domestic animals is far from clear. 
  The least we can expect from any responsible government is that they have put in place risk management 
procedures prior to taking such decisions. However this is not the only reason that this government about face is 
such a disaster, as can be seen by the following quotes from members of the Environmental Pillar." 
 
Enlarging upon this, Chrys Gardiner of the Irish Seed Savers Association noted that "It is very likely that once the 
barriers to GM food are removed and GM foods are allowed to be imported, the next step is to start growing GM 
crops here. The impact of the introduction of GM crops into Ireland would be that all crops and related species 
here could ultimately be infected by these artificial transgenic genes once the growing of GM crops is allowed to 
commence on this island." 
 
Dr Elizabeth Cullen,  of the Irish Doctors Environmental Association stated that "Despite the fact that tests 
carried out on animals have given rise for serious concern no proper testing on the impacts of genetically 
modified foods on human health have been carried out". 
 
Charles Stanley-Smith of An Taisce stated that "The economic and social impacts of GM crops on societies 
where they are grown has been shown to be substantial and the only winners in this equation are the multi-
national corporations that hold the patents on these crops.  Their motivation is for ever greater control of the food 
markets and consequently greater profits, rather than concern for public health or environmental safety." 
 
Despite the fact that bees and other pollinators are essential for the survival of farming and horticulture; and in 
the face of official UK Government studies that found that there were nearly 70% fewer bees and butterflies in 
fields where certain GM crops were grown compared with fields where normal seeds were sown; our 
Government has decided to support the introduction of GM foods into Ireland. 
 
The position expressed in this release has been developed by members of the Environmental Pillar but is not 
necessarily the policy of each member group in the pillar. 
 
 
For further details, info, opinion, etc. please contact: 
Michael Ewing. Co-ordinator, Environment Pillar of Social Partnership 
Mobile: 086 867 2153. Email: michael@ien.ie 
 
Danny Walsh. Communications Officer, Environment Pillar of Social Partnership 
Mobile: 086 8127139. Email: danny@ien.ie 
1 Green Street, Dublin 7, Ireland. 
http://www.environmentalpillar.ie 
 
Email: danny@ien.ie 
Tel: 01 878 0116 / 01 878 0115 
www.ien.ie 
 

mailto:michael@ien.ie
mailto:danny@ien.ie
http://www.environmentalpillar.ie/
mailto:danny@ien.ie
http://www.ien.ie/
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Forest Friends ñHands on Woodland 

Habits Project 2010ò Final Report and 

analysis  

Forest Friends άHands on Woodland Habitats 

Projectέ was developed to coincide with and as 

part of the UN initiative, The International Year 

of Biodiversity 2010. It was a pilot project 

designed to engage schools in a practical way 

in visiting woodland areas, in understanding 

woodland habitats and the meaning and 

importance of 

biodiversity and of 

introducing a range 

of new habitats into 

school campuses. Following a successful tree 

planting in several schools in North East 

Dublin, these schools were invited to take part 

in the project. Two second level schools, the 

Dominican College, Griffith Avenue and Santa 

Sabina Dominican College, Sutton, participated 

in the project. Forest Friends developed 

projects in both schools with the main inputs 

taking place from May to November 2010. 

The projects were begun in March 2010 and 

agreement was reached as regards the 

content. This included visits to woodland areas, 

classroom discussions and recording of flora 

and fauna discovered on field trips. It was 

agreed that bio diverse nature gardens would 

be developed in the schools 

and a range of habitats 

were identified for inclusion 

and it was agreed that the 

work would proceed.  

These included, hedgerows, 

wet and pond areas, tree 

groves and woodland walks, wildflower areas, 

grassland spaces, planting for summer and 

winter food for a range of species. These 

included plants providing nectar for butterflies 

and bees and plants providing berries and 

seeds for winter feeding. Composting areas 

were included as well as areas of deadwood for 

the benefit of a biodiversity of insect life. Seed 

beds were erected and planted with a variety 

of seeds. Nest boxes and artificial feeders were 

installed at different locations also.  Murals 

were designed and painted depicting a range 

of flora and fauna.  Photographic records were 

kept as well as note taking on various trips and 

at meetings. 

School summer 

holidays followed 

and Forest Friends 

continued with the projects with the full time 

involvement of three Irish volunteers from May 

to July and three Spanish Interns from August 

to October.  The projects were designed so that 

students would design and implement part of 

the nature garden themselves. This was 

regarded as essential to engage them fully. 

Video recordings were made with the 

involvement of Forest Friends volunteers, 

interns, school students andteachers.  The 

North Dublin branch of Rotary became 

ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨCƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ /ǊƻŎǳǎΩ 

international initiative designed to eradicate 

polio on a worldwide basis. Forest Friends 

planted crocuses and narcissi supplied by 

Rotary in the form of 

the logos of both 

schools and the wheel 

that symbolises 

Rotary.  

In the case of Santa 

Sabina, there was 

flora on the site which was the same of some 

of the rare flora of the Bull Island which is 

adjoining. In spite of this planning permission 

It is a project to engage 
schools in a practical way in 
visiting woodland areas and 
the meaning and importance 
of biodiversity. 
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was granted to develop apartments which 

would effectively obliterate the last traces of 

these flora on what is to date part of the 

school campus. We found rare pyramid and 

bee orchids growing naturally in an adjoining 

front garden of a dwelling in Offington 

housing estate. It would appear that the 

planning process may not have fully 

evaluated the environmental impact of the 

new developments.  

CONSLUSIONS: 

Both schools wish to continue with the 

project into the next year and given 

adequate resources Forest Friends will 

continue with the projects. 

Forest Friends have the experience and 

expertise to develop similar projects and 

to pass on the expertise to other groups, given 

the availability of resources to do so. 

  

John Haughton Manager, Forest Friends 

ΨHands-on Woodland Habitats ProjectΩ 

www.forestfriends.ie    

 

Internôs REPORT on ñHands on 

woodland habitatsò project 
We carried out this project at the Dominican 

Colleges of Griffith Avenue and Santa Sabina, 

where wildlife gardens were created to attract 

a large number of living organisms thus 

increasing its biodiversity. 

The creation of habitats provides shelter to 

many forms of life, from small insects, larva, 

worms, to birds and mammals. 

 

Currently, Santa Sabina contains the following 

habitats: 

- pond 

- marshland area 

- wetland area 

- grassland 

- wildflowers 

- trees/woodland 

- compost area 

- dead wood pile 

- rockery 

- meadow area 

Two interns with the pond they built in Dominican 

College of Griffith Avenue 

These habitats bring a piece of life (habitat) 

and a range of provision of food. We planted 

species which provide nectar and fruits in 

summer, and berries and seeds in winter. 

 

Birds-boxes have been installed to provide 

nesting for different species of birds. 

 

Walls and garden furniture were painted in 

bright colours to brighten up the garden in 

winter. A largescale wildlife mural depicting 

flora and fauna was designed and painted.  

The Dominican College Griffith Avenue 

provides wildflowers, trees and woodland 

habitats.  

A storage tank in the garden, has been 

decorated by the students with tree and 

butterfly murals painted depicting trees and 

flowers to create environmental awareness. 

 

Students have designed four different small 

gardens and planted a range of species in 

them.  
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BENEFITS FOR THE STUDENTS 

- The students left the classroom and books 

for a moment, and they looked at the different 

kinds of life to be found in a nature garden.  

- They learned the importance of 

biodiversity. 

- They worked in the garden, weeding, 

digging, planting flowers. 

- They decorated the walls with new and 

creative ideas.  

- They provided food for the birds. 

It was a new experience for them 

As the school curriculum is very full with 

mainstream subjects and other highly rated 

activities, there was little time available to 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άIands-on 

ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 

availability of three Irish volunteers in the 

summer months and three Spanish interns in 

the autumn ensured the success and near 

completion of the projects. Perhaps in the 

future the school curriculum can be revised to 

provide more time for practical nature 

projects. 

 

A report about the project at the Dominican 

College 

November 9th, 2010 

Today, we (Jose, Alvaro and Silvia)were at the 

Dominican College (Griffith Avenue).We 

showed a Power Point presentation of the 

wildlife biodiversity of the newly created 

Forest Friends designed gardens. We also 

discussed the possibility of constructing a pond 

in the garden and making bird boxes and 

feeders to improve the bird biodiversity. A 

pond has already been constructed in Santa 

Sabina providing increased biodiversity. For 

example, pond provide a habitat for frogs 

which can help to control the snail population. 

Snails eat the leaves of the plants. 

 

After that, John Haughton asked the students 

what kind of life forms they knew. Students 

identified and named mammals, reptiles, birds, 

insects, fish, humans, plants, bacteria, fungi 

etc. 

 

John explained the difference between birds 

and insect, because both of them can fly, but 

insects have no backbone. Also he explained 

that tigers and dogs belongs to the same 

group, mammals. 

We think that it was a good experience for the 

girls, because they were challenged to think 

for a moment about biodiversity and the 

different groups and categories/species of 

living things. 

Silvia Rodríguez 

Intern 

 

 

 

 

To support our activities you can 
buy our T-shirts our poetry books 

and/or our pens 
 

 
 

Contact us at 
01-546 0107 
087 619 8265 

Forestfriends@topmail.ie 
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3.1 REPORT FROM IEN: The Irish 
Environmental Network  
 

I have been the forestfriends director on the 

IEN and represented at the Irish Environmental 

Pillar of Social Partnership for over a year. At 

the meetings I have sought to act as a 

moderating influence on the effects of the 

large groups. In the organization I am able to 

express the concerns of smaller groups which 

in fact make up the majority membership of 

the IEN.  I have attempted to be the voice for 

the smaller groups.  

In the first half of 2010 I did make a large effort 

to attend and participate the Pillar meetings.  I 

became active in the sub-committee of the 

natural resource group. The natural resource 

committee is composed of various groups: 

Celt, Forestfriends, I.W.T (Irish Wildlife Trust), 

Coastwatch, hedge layers association. In this 

sub-committee I did manage to input into and 

support the Tree cover policy which Andrew St. 

Ledger of Celt and Joe Gowran of the Hedge 

layers association had written over a two year 

period. In particular I supported the efforts of 

Andrew to have the Tree Cover document 

finalized and adopted as Environmental Pillar 

policy and position on forestry in this country. 

This was not always an easy task. We can now 

say that Tree cover policy has been formally 

adopted by the Environmental Pillar and is 

setting out the challenge to the state owned 

forestry body, Coilte and private landowners a 

proper forestry Standard and how it can 

advance the sustainable use of timber, 

conversation  of soils and promotion/ 

protection of biodiversity and water for the 

future. It is far reaching and visionary policy for 

our forestry. Also I have worked with Andrew 

to ensure that the Pillar raised the issue of the 

proposed sale of Coilte, the 

state owned national forestry 

estate and had a press release 

formulated highly criticial of 

that proposal. 

Dermot Deering 

FF Director and IEN representative 

3.2 Report from Ghana  
 

RAINFOREST FRIENDS GHANA ANNUAL 

REPORT (RAFFS/G) 

Following my appointment as educational 

projects development officer of Forest Friends 

Ireland and after my three months training in 

global forest awareness creation and 

education and on my return to Ghana in 2009, 

Forest friends Ireland mandated me to develop 

Ghana branch of Forest Friends. 

 

I played a lead role in carrying out feasibility 

assessments to identify projects for 

considerations under the global forest and 

climate change project in 2009; I had the task 

of setting the organizational 

Goals and objectives based on real issues on 

the ground. RAFFS/G was successfully 

registered in 2009, June. Brochures were 

produced. A number of feasibility assessments 

were also made in selected communities in 

BrongAhafo, Eastern, Wester, Upper East and 

Northern regions of Ghana. This is to enable us 

develop our five to ten year strategic plan. 

 

Now RAFFS/G is well registered with defined 

Executive roles as listed below: 

 

Name and mail contact                                                                          

- EmmanuelNsorKwasi (founder and Education 

officer)  

kwaeconservation@gmail.com 

- GilbertAdum (Projects development Officer) 

adum2010@yahoo.co.in                      
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- EnockFosu assistant Projects develop 

blessedenoch@yahoo.co.uk                             

- Isaac Adams (Secretary) 

isaacxy@yahoo.com                                                        

- Stephanieyeboah(Treasure)                                              

ephany2008@gmail.com 

- Mensah Joseph (Coordinator)  

m-josephk@yahoo.com                                       

- YvonneAyikade (Community Health 

Educationist)  

Yvonne_spinky@yahoo.com           

 

1. Projects: 

Abonse Eco-Toursism Project: 

Preliminary information on Abonse 

project has been identified for further 

development. We hope to sell the idea 

to like-minded organisations for 

collaboration and implementation. 

 

2. 2012 Conference: 

First draft of 2012: The Global Forest and 

Climate Change conference project has been 

drafted and needs to be reviewed this year. 

The planning team will be reformend to 

actvate.We have appointed Mr. Enoch Fosu, 

the assistant projects manager as 

COORDINATOR and projects Officer for the 

2012 conference. We hope that he will link up 

with Ireland coordinator for the conference in 

promoting and seeking funds for the 

conference. 

 

3.  Promotion: 

Efforts have been made to promote the global 

forest and climate change project as well as 

2012 conference. Very good promotional video 

has been captured for that and are yet to be 

edited for u-tube. Our photos and anthem as 

well as conservation songs are also to be put 

on U-TIBE. Our secretary is working on that. 

We hope that he will link up with Naoise 

Reynolds in Ireland for video production and 

promotion. 

 

4. 2011 Annual Programme. 

At our first meeting we agreed: 

1. To set up a secretariat for RAFFS/G in 

Kumasi to create a good image for 2012 

/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ tƭŀƴƛƴƎΩ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŀnd Fund 

Raising. 

2. To start our Nature clubs project in Kumasi 

schools and end the year with a youth 

conference to give us a good guide for 2012. 

3. Abonse Project. 

 

 

Emmanuel Nsor 

Forest Friends Ghana 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Forest Friends has decided to adopt two new 

mascots to give an image to our struggle for 

rainforests protection in the world. 

 

4.1. Tarsier  
Tarsier is a Mammalia from the order of 

primate (family of Tarsiidae). There are seven 

species of tarsiers. All the species live now in 

the South-eastern Asia (regions: Brunei, 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines). 

 

Their height is between 9 to 13 cm and their 

weight is from 57 to 150 g. Tarsier has a round 

face with large ears. They have big eyes like an 

owl. Their coat is often grey or with some 

combination of red, brown, yellow, orange, or 

buff.  The ends of the hairs can be dark red, 

brownish, or black with a grey base. Their life 

expectancy is around 16 years. 

FF welcomes  two new 
mascots: the tarsier and 

the bushbaby 
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Tarsiussyrichta (Tarsier) 

source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tarsier-GG.jpg 

Their gestation is 

long, 6 months, and 

female has only one 

baby at every birth. 

 

Their body is well 

adapted for climbing 

trees and for leaping 

(they move mainly 

this way), they are 

very agile. They have 

digits on their fingers 

that make them able 

to hold onto trees. 

Tarsier is a nocturnal species. By day they sleep 

in tangles of vegetation, tree cavities, at the 

top of trees depending on the species. Trees 

are very essential for their survival because 

they need them to protect themselves from 

predators.  

 

They eat essentially animal preys, like insects 

and they are the only truly carnivorous 

primate.  

Although Tarsiers are found primary in 

rainforests and in many habitats: like mossy, 

microphyll, montane, bush, gallery, deciduous 

rain, and mangrove forests, thorn scrub, 

shrubland, swamps, riverine, palm, bamboo 

habitats, seashore scrub, or even urban 

gardens, villages and grassland. 

 

Tarsier is now a protected animal. The current 

destruction of tarsier habitat is a real threat for 

their survival. Deforestation for palm or 

pepper plantations is killing them. Human 

activities are disturbing their habitat. Tarsiers 

are very timid and it sensitive to noise. They 

are affected by human use of insecticides as 

well. 

 

Every species of tarsier is threatened by 

habitat destruction. The tarsier is now one of 

ά¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘϥǎ нр aƻǎǘ 9ƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ tǊƛƳŀǘŜǎέ 

according to international associations for 

animal protection and conservation. 

 

For all these reasons the tarsier is today one of 

our mascots in Forest Friends.  

Sophia Sbaysi 

Intern 

Info sources:  

http://pin.primate.wisc.edu/factsheets/entry/tarsier/tax

on   

http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/accounts/in

formation/Tarsiidae.html 

/ƻƭƭƛŜǊΩǎ 9ƴŎȅŎƭƻǇŜŘƛŀΣ ²Φ5Φ I![{9¸ όŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊύ  and E. 

Friedman (editor), Macmillan Educational Company, 

1986, New York (n°2) 

 

4.2. Bushbaby or Galago 

 

This animal is also a Mammalia nocturnal from 

the primate order, one of the smallest 

primates. It lives in West and South Africa. 

Bushbaby is from the same family as the more 

famous lemur. 

 

Like the tarsier it is also a good climber and it 

likes staying in trees. Is has fleshy ends to its 

fingers that help it to climb. It is really agile 

Senegal bushbaby (© primatecare.com) 

http://primatecare.com/
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and fast and it is able to leap between trees in 

the forest. 

 

Bushbaby is taller than tarsier, between 12 and 

20 cm. It has a round head, pointed face and 

big ears and has large eyes for good night 

vision but it cannot move them, so it has to 

turn its head that is able to do so to 180°. 

During the day, it sleeps in tree holes or 

bushes. At night, it feeds; bushbaby is like an 

omnivorous, it eats fruit, eggs, small animals or 

insects.  

 

Their live expectancy is around 14 years. After 

3-4 months gestation, the female has 2-3 

babies at every birth. 

 

These animals are sometimes used as pets by 

local communities because they are very easy 

to catch. Also, they are very special and people 

like seeing them. They are disturbed in many 

ways. Like the tarsier, bushbabies suffer from 

deforestation as trees are their primary 

habitat.  

 

 

You can now support Forest Friends 

ά!ŘƻǇǘ ŀ ōǳǎƘōŀōȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŀƛƴŦƻǊŜǎǘέ  

You can do so by making a specific donation 

with the application form below! This project is 

possible thanks to our partners in West Africa: 

Emmanuel Nsor in Ghana with Forest Friends 

Ghana and MinkassBahogne in a branch of 

Forest Friends Ireland in Senegal. 

  

 

Information source: 

 

http://www.awf.org/content/wildlife/detail/bushb

aby 

/ƻƭƭƛŜǊΩǎ 9ƴŎȅŎƭƻǇŜŘƛŀΣ ²Φ5Φ I![{9¸ όŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊύ  and 

E. Friedman (editor), Macmillan Educational 

Company, 1986, New York (n°10) 

 

Sophia Sbaysi 
Intern

 
 

 

  You can now support Forest 

Friends ά!ŘƻǇǘ ŀ ōǳǎƘōŀōȅ 

ŀƴŘ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƴŦƻǊŜǎǘέ  
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.ǳǘΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǊŜŎŀƭƭΧΦ 

 

ü What does Biodiversity mean? 

ά.ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅέ ƻǊ .ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ diversity means 

the diversity, or variety, of plants, animals 

and other living forms, that exist in a 

particular area or region. 

 

Biodiversity reflects the number, the 

variety of living organisms; including the 

diversity within the species, between 

species and between ecosystems. Also the 

concept explains the manner in which this 

biodiversity changes from one place to 

another and in time.  

 

Scientists 

sometimes 

refer to the 

biodiversity of 

an ecosystem, a natural area made up of a 

community of plants, animals, and other 

living things in a particular physical 

environmental. 

Biodiversity is everywhere, in the earth and 

in the water. Include all living organisms, 

from microscopic bacteria to the most 

complex plants and animals. 

 

You can identify three levels of biodiversity: 

- Genetic diversity: consist in the diversity of 

the genes (allele) and its distribution. 

- Species diversity: consist in the different 

genomes that distinguish the species. 

- Ecosystem diversity: the diversity of the 

biological communities (biocenosis) and 

the integrated sum is the biosphere. 

Silvia Rodriguez 
Intern 

 
The official launch of the International Year of 
Biodiversity took place on 11st of January 2010 
in Berlin. It was the beginning of a celebration 
of life on earth and of the value of biodiversity 
for our lives. The world was invited to take 
action to safeguard the variety of life on earth 
biodiversity. 
 

World 
In Montreal on the 3rd of December 2010, the 
United Nations International Year of 
Biodiversity (IYB) won with the slogan 

άBiodiversity is Life. 
Biodiversity is our 
Lifeέ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǘŜŘ 
2010 Green Award for 
the best Global 

Campaign in recognition of the strength of a 
campaign that inspired activities throughout 
the world that showcase the value and beauty 
of biodiversity.  
 
άThe celebrations organized for the 
International Year of Biodiversity by the citizens 
and Governments of 191 countries and partners 
around the world have been an extraordinary 
human experience aimed at reconnecting 
people with nature. It has demonstrated the 
resolve of the people of the world to protect life 
on Earth. The 2010 Green Award is recognition 
of and tribute paid to people of the world for 
this achievementέ ǎŀƛŘ !ƘƳŜŘ 5ƧƻƎƘƭŀŦΣ 
Executive Secretary of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD).   
 
¢ƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ 
of the Nagoya Biodiversity Summit in October 
(see next article) where more than 18,000 
participants attended. This summit adopted a 
ten year strategic plan as an international treaty 

UN International Year of 

Biodiversity 2010 



We plant trees, we protect biodiversity, we save the rainforest 
 

www.forestfriends.ie Page 16 
 

about sharing the benefits of the use of genetic 
resources.  
 
After the success of the UN International Year 
of Biodiversity, the United Nations General 
Assembly is expected to declare 2011-2020 the 
United Nations Decade of Biodiversity in 
support of the new biodiversity vision. 
 
Sources :  
United Nations ς International Year of Biodiversity : 
www.cbd.int/2010/welcome/ 
PRESS RELEASE - International Year of Biodiversity wins the Green 
Award as best global environmental Campaign: 
http://www.cbd.int/doc/press/2010/pr-2010-12-03greenaward-
en.pdf 

 
Ireland 

Ireland too was involved in the celebration of 
the International Year of Biodiversity. 

 
Notice Nature, Ireland is a public 
awareness campaign on biodiversity. The 

aim of the campaign is to raise awareness of the 
importance of biodiversity and to encourage 
everyone to play their part in its protection. This 
will help halt the damage being done to plants, 
animals, landscapes, waters and other habitats. 
The National Biodiversity Data Centre organised 
workshops in 2010. 

 
Logo of the International Year of Forests 

 

On 20th of December 2006, the General 
Assembly, declared 2011 the International Year 
of Forests and invited Governments, the United 
Nations system, relevant non-governmental 
organizations, the private sector and other 
actors to make concerted efforts to raise 
awareness at all levels to strengthen the 
sustainable management, conservation and 
sustainable development of all types of forests 
for the benefit of current and future 
generations.  

 
The International Year of Forests was launched 
on 2nd of February 2011, at the General 
Assembly Hall in New York City.  
 
Since October 2010, several events have 
occurred: 
- October 4 ς 8, Twentieth Session of the FAO 

Committee on Forestry (COFO), Rome, Italy 
- December 18-19, Closing of the International 

Year of Biodiversity 2010 - transition to 
International Year of Forests 2011, CBD and 
United Nations Forum of Forests, Kanazawa, 
Japan 

 
UN Year of Forests future events : 
- Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) plans to convene the Second Forest 
Ministerial Meeting for ASEAN and China : a 
senior forest official meeting on regional 
policy dialogue 

- Brazil plans to organize an International 
Congress on Cities and Forests in Manaus, 
Amazonas.  

- The Communauté des Etats Sahélo-Sahariens 
is planning meetings on combating 
desertification and safeguarding forest 
resources, including the first meeting of the 
steering committee of the Great Green Wall 
Initiative  

- The Czech Republic will celebrate Forest Days 
- /ȅǇǊǳǎ ƛǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ά/h{¢ 

(European Cooperation in Science and 
Technology), Post-Fire Forest Management in 
{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜέ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
holistic management of forest ecosystems in 
Cyprus  

- El Salvador plans to hold a forestry fair with a 
focus on development 

- Ethiopia is planning an International Year of 
Forests launch event with participation of 
government and non-governmental 
stakeholders, including research and higher 
education institutions  

- The European State Forest Association 
(EUSTAFOR) plans to organize its twelfth 
meeting 

- Guatemala plans to organize its ninth National 
Forestry Congress  

- The tenth Pacific Heads of Forestry meeting 
will be held, to review past and present 

UN International Year of 

Forests 2011 
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implementation of forestry activities in the 
Pacific  

 
March, April 
- China plans a Tree Planting Day in Beijing, the 

12nd of March 
- Bulgaria plans to celebrate the traditional 

professional holiday of foresters in April 
 
-     Poland will launch the International Year of 

Forests in Poland in conjunction with a seminar 
ƻƴ άtƻƭƛǎƘ CƻǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ CƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
Background of Forests in Europe and the 
²ƻǊƭŘέΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
the scientific community and a media press 
conference. The key message of the event will 
be that while forests are 
decreasing globally, they are 
increasing in Europe and 
Poland because of 
sustainable management  

 
-  The Republic of Korea will 

host a commemorative 
ceremony for the 
International Year of Forests 
which will feature forestry 
achievement awards, 
unveiling of a merit tower in 
commemoration of the 
Year, and relevant 
campaigns. The Republic of 
Korea will also organize an 
international symposium on 
forest roles, and policies of climate change and 
forestry as well as workshops, seminars, 
conferences and panel discussions to highlight 
the multiple roles of forests for society  

 
May, June, July 
- World Migratory Bird Day on 9th an 10th of 

May International Day for Biological Diversity: 

Biodiversity and Forests on 22nd of May 

- United Nations Environment Program will 
lauch the World Environment Day the 5th of 
June  

- 6th Norway plans a Forest Europe 
Ministerial Conference (Sixth Ministerial 
Conference on the Protection of Forests in 
Europe), in Oslo the 14th to the 16th of June 

- World Day to Combat Desertification and 
Drought the 17th June 

- Brazil plans a meeting : Tree Biotechnology 
2011 - From genomes to integration and 
delivery, International Union of Forest 
Research Organizations in Bahia the 26th of 
June until the 1st of July. 

 
September until December 
- ENO (Environment Online), a global virtual 

school and network for sustainable 
development in Finland, plans to organize a 
global forest conference for children in 
September in Joensuu, Finland  

- {ŜǾŜƴǘƘ ά9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜέ 
Ministerial Conference, United Nations 

Commission Environment 
for Europe in Astana, 
Kazakhstan, the 1St of 
October. 
- Republic of South Korea 
plans a UN Convention to 
Combat Desertification in 
Changwon City the 10th 
until 21st of October 
- The European Union 
Forest Directors-General 
meeting is expected to be 
held in Poland in 
November  
- The democratic republic 
of The Congo plans a 
Regional Conference on 
Forests in Kinshasa in 

November 
- 17th Session of the Conference of the 

Parties to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and seventh 
session of the Meeting of the Parties to the 
Kyoto Protocol in Johannesburg, South 
Africa the 28th of November until the 9th of 
December 

- Poland plans an International Mountain Day, 
Food and Agriculture Organization the 11st 
of December 

Fanny Gaiffe 
Intern 

Sources : 
United Nations ς International year of Forests ς 2011: 

http://www.un.org/en/events/iyof2011/ 
 

For the UN International year 
of Forests, Forest Friends 
Ireland is  
 
- growing a thousand oak 

trees to plant out in 
communities  

- organising tree/forests 
worshops 

- promoting tree planting in 
selected schools 

- planting trees for National 
Tree Week 

http://www.un.org/en/events/iyof2011/
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Preparations for the International Year of Forests, 2011 Report of the Secretary-General 
Sixty-fifth session ς General Assembly ς United 

Nations  
 

 

 

According to UNESCO, scientists are sure about 

the fact that global warming and its effects, 

caused by human behaviours, are responsible 

for speed loss of the biologic diversity. 

 

Historic accord: 193 countries of the UN 

Convention on Biodiversity have found a 

accord in Nagoya. This conference has 

developed a strategic plan for 2020 against the 

loss of biodiversity and the extinction of 

ecosystems, with real goals to reach. It is a real 

success after the failure of Copenhagen 

Summit.   

 

- Nagoya succeeded in: increase the park and 

forests protected area from 13% to 17% of the 

total surface of the earth and increase from 1% 

to 10% of the marine area protected of the 

total surface. Also, they succeeded in the end 

of the risk of threaten species extinction. 

 

- The Access and Benefit Sharing protocol has 

been adopted. It was a very central condition 

for many countries around the table. This 

protocol is about biopiratry and the sharing of 

profit between the Southern country 

concerned and the cosmetic or pharmaceutical 

industries after the creation of products thanks 

to recipes, art or genetic resources of these 

countries, very rich in the field of biodiversity. 

Its signature was very difficult and the debate 

was turbulent because some countries like 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƻǊ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƛǘΦ 

So, this protocol is a real success. 

 

- Nevertheless, some disappointment exist. 

The big winner of this conference is the fish 

(end of intensive fishing). Also, the nature 

capital is entered in countries general account. 

.ǳǘΣ ŘŜŦƻǊŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ 

stopped by the accord; it insists on the 

ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ōǳǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ impose 

any quota.  

 

- All the commitments have to be now realised 

but it is an important step in this global aim to 

protect biodiversity. This protocol arrived just 

6 weeks before the Cancun Summit. 

 
Information source: La LibreMensuelle, n°1, décembre 

2010 

http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.as

p?DocumentID=653&ArticleID=6872&l=fr  

 

 

 

 

 

This Summit composed of 194 parties 

dealing with  climate change took place in 

Mexico and ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ sufficient 

agreement for action. Finally, an accord 

was signed but without any real actions to 

realize and without Bolivia who disagreed 

about the lack of consensus to change the 

humans habits.  

 

The main topic of the agreement is about 

help for less economically developed 

UN BIODIVERSITY CONFERENCE 

INNAGOYA (JAPAN), OCTOBER 2010 

16thUN Climate Summit  - Cancun, Mexico 

(29th November-10th December) 
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countries to cope with climate change. 

They created ŀ άGreen Climate Fundsέ όмлл 

billion dollars for 2020): a fund to help the 

poorest countries that have problems from 

the climate change. Also they created a 

method of compensation to reduce 

deforestation. Yȅƻǘƻ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭΩǎ /ƭŜŀƴ 

Development Mechanisms (increase of 

investments and technology to reduce CO2 

emission) has been strengthening. 

 

The end of Kyoto project will be discussed 

further in Durban (South Africa) from 28 

November to 9 December 2011.  

Sophia Sbaysi 

Intern 
Information source: 

http://www.suite101.fr/content/resultats -du-sommet-

de-cancun-2010-pour-le-climat-a22184 

 

http://unfccc.int/files/press/news_room/press_releases

_and_advisories/application/pdf/pr_20101211_cop16_c

losing.pdf 

ü Why is Biodiversity important? 

 

Everything that lives in an ecosystem is part of 

the web of life, including humans. Each species 

has a place on the earth and plays a vital role 

in the circle of life. Plant, animal and insect 

interact and depend upon one another for 

what each offers, such as food, shelter, 

oxygen, and soil enrichment. Maintaining a 

wide diversity of species in each ecosystem is 

necessary to preserve the web of life that 

sustains all living things. 

Biodiversity also is very important because it 

provides natural services very important for us 

and for the life of all living organisms. 

Biodiversity is important thanks to the 

ecosystem services, such as: 

 

- Protection of water resources 

- Soils formation and protection 

- Nutrient storage and recycling 

- Pollution breakdown and absorption 

- Contribution to climate stability 

- Maintenance of ecosystems 

- Contribution to climate stability 

- Maintenance of ecosystems 

- Recovery from unpredictable events 

 

Also, biodiversity provide a lot of resources, 

such as: 

 

- Food 

- Medicines resources and 

pharmaceutical drugs 

- Wood products 

- Ornamental plants 

- Breeding stocks, population 

reservoirs 

- Future resources 

- Diversity in genes, species and 

ecosystems 

 

To prevent the problems of genetic defects 

caused by inbreeding, species need a variety of 

genes to ensure successful survival. Without 

this, the chances of extinction increases. And if 

we start destroying, reducing and insolating 

habitats, the chances of interaction of species 

with a large pool decrease. 

 

Silvia Rodriguez 

Intern 
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FLORA 

 

The Weather of Ireland is a moderate oceanic 

climate because of the gulfstream. This climate 

with high rainfall results in the island being 

covered in meadowland and clovers.  Peat 

bogs have been formed from the 

decomposition of plants like sphagnum. 

There is a little forest cover because they were 

cut down for The English to extend the sheep 

pasture and for the building of war ships and 

buildings. Before that, most of Ireland was 

covered by deciduous forest with species like 

oak (our symbol), ash willow, yew, alder, elder, 

birch, to name a few species. 

According with data from FAO, the diversity of 

tree species in Ireland is the following:  

 

The list of native trees species in Ireland is: 

 

¶ Sesile oak (Quercuspetrae) and 

pedunculate oak (Quercusrobur) 

¶ Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) 

¶ Wych elm (Ulmusglabra) 

¶ Silver birch (Betulapendula) and 

Downey Birch (Betulapubescens) 

¶ Black alder (Alnusglutinosa) 

¶ Wild cherry (Prunusavium) and Bird 

cherry (PrunusPadus) 

¶ Aspen Poplar (Populustremula) 

¶ Goat willow (Salix caprea), Grey willow 

(S.atrocinerea). Bay willow 

(S.pentandra) and Eared willow 

(S.aurita) 

¶ Rowan (Sorbusaucuparia) 

¶ Whitebeam ( Sorbushibernica) 

¶ Crab apple ( Malussylvestris) 

¶ Yew ( Taxusbaccata) 

¶ Juniper (Juniperuscommunis) 

¶ Scots Pine (Pinussylvestris) 

 

 

¶ Blackthorn ( Prunusspinosa) 

¶ Hawthorn (Crataegusmonogyna) 

¶ Killarney Strawberry Tree (Arbutus 

unedo) 

 

FAUNA 

 

Some twenty-six mammals are native to 

Ireland, some including badger, red squirrel, 

red fox, ferret, hare, dŜŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎƴŀƪŜǎ 

in Ireland and only one native reptile common 

lizard. There are three amphibians, the frog, 

the common newt and the natterjack toad.  

 

About 400 bird species have been identified 

many of which are migratory. The Arctic birds 

come in winter (beent feese), and other birds 

come from Africa in summer to breed (the 

swallow). Ireland is very rich in avifauna. There 

are a lot of bird colonies around its entire coast 

(gammets, puffins, razorbills, fulmers). But 

several species of birds are under threat, 

including black-necked grebe, common scoter, 

red grouse, grey partridge, quail, corncrake, 

curlew, roseate tern, barn owl, chough and 

yellowhammer. 

 

In IrelandΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ there are hundreds of 

different species of fish and aquatics 

mammals like killer whales, bottlenose 

ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴǎΣ ǎŜŀ ǘǳǊǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭǊǳǎΦ нп ŎŜǘŀŎŜŀƴΩǎ 

species have been identified in Irish waters. 

The marine fauna in the Celtic Sea included 

340 species of invertebrates and fish. 
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This graph shows afforestation in the 20 years 

between 1987 and 2007. 

 

This shows that the total forest area increased and 

became maximum in 1995 and decreased fast.  

 

In 2010 the total cover forest 

area is about 739 000 ha so 

11% of the total area of 

Ireland. 

 

9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ōƛƎ ƛǘΩǎ н҈ ƳƻǊŜ 

ǘƘŀƴ нллфΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎΤ ǿŜ 

can hope it will continue like this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However most of the forest planting is of the non-native exotic Sitka Spruce, single species (monoculture) this 

plantation forestry should be replaced by native irish hardwoods with maximum biodiversity. This is Forest 

Friends Forestry Policy. 

 

 

 

Information sources: 
www.wikipedia.es 

http://www.worldlingo.com/ma/enwiki/es/Fauna_of_Ireland 

http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/biodiversity-data/access-

biodiversity-data/ 

The National Biodiversity Data Centre is the national centre 

dedicated to the collation, management, analysis and 

ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 

diversity. 

http://www.client.teagasc.ie/environment/natural_heritage/ 

Birds_of_conservation_concern_in_Ireland.asp 

Ireland deforestation rates : 

http://rainforests.mongabay.com/deforestation/archive/

Ireland.htm 

 

 

Silvia Rodriguez 

Fanny Gaiffe 

Interns  
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9.1. Example of the loss of 

biodiversity in Spain  

The Spanish natural environment is threatened 

as a result of economic activities. However, in 

the last years, the majority of the 

environmental Spanish administration is 

increasing its efforts at biodiversity protection. 

 

The factors affecting biodiversity are: 

- Infrastructure development of transport of 

all kind (roads, trains, airport, and ports), 

- Urban growth, 

- Big leisure and tourism complexes, for 

example ski resorts, 

- Industrial and energy projects (pipelines, 

hydroelectric power, mining, and nuclear 

operations), 

- Hydraulic infrastructure (dams, groundwater 

exploitation and transfers), 

- Intensification of agricultural, fishing and 

hunting activities. 

 

Spain has a high incidence of biodiversity of 

fauna and flora. It has 80,000 taxons: 635 

vertebrates, more than 50,000 invertebrates, 

8,000 vascular plants, 15,000 fungus, 2,000 

lichens and 1,500 bryophytes. About 1,500 

endemism of plants, species that only live in 

Spanish territory. 50% of European species are 

represented in Spain: 74% in birds (368 

species), 79% in mammals (118 species). But 

there are a lot species in endangered or 

threatened: 209 species of flora and 43 

species of fauna. 

 

Spain has 1,600 protected natural areas 

declared and included in the state 

legislation and this represents a 11.8% 

of the total territory. Also there are 

areas from de NATURA NETWORK 2000. 

Giving a combined total conservation 

area of 28%. 

 

However, Spain has considerable losses of 

biodiversity. In the last centenary have lost 17 

species and subspecies of animals and 24 

vegetal species. 

 

The principal reason of the disappearance of 

that species is the human development and its 

serious consequences like deforestation, loss 

of biodiversity, alteration of hydrological 

cycles, desertification, erosion, contaminated 

soils, atmospheric pollution, over fishing, 

contaminated rivers, waste generation, toxic 

substances, contaminated aquifer and 

eutrophication processes. 

 

Between 1961 and 2001, more than 3 millions 

ha of wooded surface was burnt. The principal 

cause was that the stubble burning is a 

practice very common in the rural areas of 

Spain. This fact has provoked a lot of forest 

fires, increasing erosion and soil loss. In this 

period 3 millions ha have been reafforested. 

 

In Spain it is necessary that The Administration 

ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇŀƴƛǎƘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ 

the Conservation and Sustainable Use of 

.ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅέΦ Spain has four bioclimatic 

regions: Mediterranean, Atlantica, Alpine and 

Macaronesian representing the 54% of 

habitats identified. 

 

DOÑANA NATIONAL PARK 

 

Doñana National Park has a 

surface area of about 50.720 ha. 

It is located in the southwest of 

the Iberian Peninsula. It is 

considered the largest nature 

reserve in 

Europe. Its Lynx 

www.scraptv.com 

 



We plant trees, we protect biodiversity, we save the rainforest 
 

www.forestfriends.ie Page 23 
 

marsh hosts a lot of species of waterfowl in 

winter, about 200,000 individual species. 

 

Some of these species are endangered like the 

imperial eagle and the Iberian lynx.  

 

AZNALCÓLLAR DISASTER 

Serious environmental disaster which occurred 

in Doñana was on the 25th of April 1998. That 

day a dam from the Boliden-Apirsa company, 

in Sanlucar la Mayor, which had 8 hm3 heavy 

metal residues, broke and produced an 

important discharge to the river Guadiana. This 

river flows through the entire park. 

 

Although it was stopped very quickly by dams 

and re-directed to another river, the 

Guadalquivir, the park has suffered serious 

damages. 

 
Information Sources 

 
http://www.wikanda.es/wiki/Parque_Nacional_de_Do%C3%B1a
na 
http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parque_Nacional_y_Natural_de_Do
%C3%B1ana 
http://www.ecogaia.com/medidas-para-frenar-la-perdida-de-
biodiversidad-en-espana-2010.html 

 

Silvia Rodriguez 

Intern 

 

 

9.2 . The great barrier reef  

¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ .ŀǊǊƛŜǊ wŜŜŦ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ 

reef system composed of over 2,900 individual 

reefs and 900 islands stretching for over 2,600 

kilometres over an area of approximately 

344,400 square kilometres. The reef is located 

in the Coral Sea, in front of the Queensland 

coast in northeast Australia. 

 

This reef structure is composed of and built by 

billons of tiny organisms, known as coral 

polyps. This reef supports a wide diversity of 

life, and was selected as a World Heritage Site 

in 1981. A large part of this reef is protected by 

the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, which 

helps to limit the impact of human use. 

 

The reef provides for over 1500 different 

species of fish and over 4000 mollusc species 

andabout 400 coral species, both hard corals 

and soft coral. Thirty species of whales, 

dolphins and porpoises have been recorded in 

The Great Barrier Reef. The green sea turtles 

have two genetically distinct populations, one 

in the northern part of the reef and the other 

in the southern part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Aznalcóllar disaster 
www.larevolutioninvisible.wordpress.com 

 

A variety of colourful corals on Flynn Reef near Cairns 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Barrier_Reef 
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ENVIRONMENTAL THREATS 

The Great Barrier Reef has been affected by 

global warming. Corals are species very 

sensitive to the changes of temperature in the 

ocean. The mix of temperature increase sea 

temperatures. Water acidification threatens 

the survival of the Great Barrier Reef, the 

richest biodiversity marine area in the world. 

 

Coral reef makes its skeleton from substances 

dissolved in the water. Increased carbon 

dioxide in the atmosphere, bring about 

chemicals changes in the water which 

decrease the capacity of coral to make the 

skeleton. 

Another threat by the Great Barrier is 

pollution and declining water quality. The 

rivers of north eastern Australia pollute the 

Reef during tropical flood events. 

 

The crown-of-thorns starfish preys on coral 

polyps. Large outbreaks of these starfish can 

devastate reefs. Outbreaks are believed to 

occur in natural cycles, but are worsened by 

poor water quality and overfishing of the 

ǎǘŀǊŦƛǎƘΩǎ ǇǊŜŘŀǘƻǊs, like sharks, rays, otters 

and large fish. 

 

Fishing also impacts the reef though increased 

water pollution from boats, by-catch of 

unwanted species (such as dolphins and 

turtles) and habitat destruction from trawling, 

anchors and nets.  

 
 

Information sources: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Barrier_Reef 

http://www.elpais.com/articulo/sociedad/corales/Australia/fren

an/crecimiento/elpepisoc/20090103elpepisoc_3/Tes 

http://www.greatbarrierreef.org/ 

 

Silvia Rodriguez 

Intern 

 

9.3. MANGROVE in SENEGAL : 

Biodiversity of the Delta Saloum 

region in danger  

About my ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ {ŜƴŜƎŀƭΧ 

At the beginning of year 2010, I stayed 5 weeks 

in Senegal, in the city of Kaolack (south-

eastern part of the country, around 200 km 

from Dakar). 

For my thesis for my degree in Population and 

development sciences in Belgium, I studied 

groups of women that developed different 

approaches in their struggle against poverty. 

  

During my stay I was concerned about 

environmental issues because Senegal suffers 

from problems of biodiversity degradation and 

loss. I studied the mangroves on the banks of 

Saloum estuary. It is a major issue in Senegal 

and; issue that MinkassBahogne of with Forest 

Friends Senegal carries out works on in the 

field. 

 

Mangroves: Picture taken in the 

villageToubacouta on the Banks of theSiné-

Saloumriver (Senegal) 

Crown-of-thorns starfish 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Barrier_Reef 
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On the banks of the Delta of SinéSaloum, 

mangroves stretch for 65,000 ha. 

Mangrove forests are very valuable at 

absorbing carbon (necessary for oxygen on 

Earth). Additionally, they can grow in water 

with high saline concentration and absorb the 

salt.  

 

Mangroves roots are in many ways very 

important. They absorb heavy metals and large 

sediments and they provide a nutrient rich 

ecosystem for marine animals. Mangroves are 

able to attract many marine species, like 

oysters, algae, barnacles, sponges, shrimps, 

mud lobsters and crabs.  

 

Mangroves provide medicinal plants for 

inhabitants around.  

 

According to the American association 

άTreehuggerέ, mangroves in Casamance are 

disappearing at the rate of 0.8 per cent a year 

and are either critically endangered or 

approaching extinction. Since 1980, mangroves 

in Casamance have decreased of nearly 50 

percent.  

 

It is very important to increase public 

awareness to mangroves importance.  

Like coral reef mangroves are in the forest line 

of defence in the face of hurricans, violent 

storms and tsunami, and slow down the force 

of wind and water. 

Sources 

http://www.ong-adg.be/spip/Senegal-Mangrove.html 

http://www.care2.com/causes/environment/blog/rebuil

ding-senegals-mangroves/ 

http://ec.europa.eu/development/body/publications/co

urier/courier196/en/en_069_ni.pdf 

Sophia Sbaysi 
Intern 
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10.1  PASCUA LAMA mining  

Pascua Lama is the first mining project in the 

world with two countries involved, Chile and 

Argentina, consisting of the development of an 

open cast gold mine, located at 4,000 msnm. In 

Chile, it is located in Atacama Region while in 

Argentina it is in the San Juan province. 

 

The mining company 

Barrick Gold, based in 

Toronto, Canada,   is in 

charge of the project, 

having an investment 

between US 2,300 and 

2,400 million and a 

lifetime of 23 years. The 

amount of reserves is 

about 18 millions gold 

ounces, 731 millions 

silver ounces and 662 

millions pounds of 

copper. 

The gold extraction 

method uses cyanide, 

resulting in contamination of water glaciers in 

both Chile and Argentina. 

 

BENEFICIARY 

Barrick Gold claims that the Pascua-Lama 

project will result in significant economic 

benefits. It will provide 6,500 direct jobs during 

building stage and 1,600 jobs during the next 

23 years. 

 

OPPONENTS OF THE PROJECT 

Criticism of the Pascua-Lama project focuses 

on the absence of clarity about the mining 

project in San Juan province, drinking water 

contamination and the accusation of 

corruption against authorities San Juaninas. 

 

OTHER DETAILS 

The opponents of the project think that the 

water provision will be affected for more than 

70,000 farmers in the Huasco valley with the 

release of cyanide, sulphuric acid, and 

mercury. 

The company have 

bought the support of 

ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ άǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

promise of 60 million 

dollars for 

infrastructure.  

In November of 2005, a 

request of 18 signatures 

of a coalition of 

environmental groups 

was presented to the 

Chilean government, 

άǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ !ƴǘƛ 

tŀǎŎǳŀ [ŀƳŀέΦ 

 

 

 
Information Sources: 

http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pascua_Lama 

http://www.agua.org.mx/index.php?option=com_conten

t&view=article&id=3026:proyecto-minero-en-pascua-

lama-chile&catid=1009:foto-denuncia&Itemid=157 

 

Silvia Rodríguez  

Intern 

 

  

Pascua Lama map 

http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archivo:PascuaLamaPlan

Map.png 
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10.2  Patagonia without dams  

The Patagonian Rivers are the most extensive 

in Chile. The shortage of available energy now 

ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜ ǘƻ /ƘƛƭŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

development.   

 

The solution promoted is 

Hydroelectric. ENDESA believes that 

their project in Patagonia will provide 

for effective emergency solutions and 

will be clean ecologically. But a lot of 

social, environmental, business and 

civic organizations from the Aysen 

area think otherwise and maintain 

that the damning of the rivers will 

have a negative effect on ecosystems. 

 

Another negative factor is that the 

energy of the Patagonian rivers- el Baker, el 

tŀǎŎǳŀΣ Ŝƭ tǳŜƭƻΧŜǘŎ- will not serve the needs 

of the southern areas. The energy will be 

transported more than 2000 km to the north, 

to meet the needs of the metropolis, Santiago 

de Chile, and also the mining companies.   The 

plan to erect the longest stretch of power lines 

in the world will cross half the country and 

damage the landscape seriously. 

 

¢ƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άtŀǘŀƎƻƴƛŀ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŘŀƳǎέ 

has important international support, with 

environmental, intellectual and artistic groups 

supporting the campaign. 

 

MORE INFORMATION 

The project will result in the flooding 

thousands of hectareas. 

 

The entire ecosystems of Chilean Patagonia 

will be damaged irreversibly. Other companies 

have the concessions to replicate with similar 

operations in other Patagonian rivers, so that 

the Chilean Patagonia will be full of 

hydroelectric dams. 

 

All of this would flood 6,000 ha, according to 

ENDESA data, but probably it will be more 

extensive. 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSEQUENCES 

Some of the consequences of the building of 

these dams are the following: 

 

- Daily variation of flow so that the river is 

going to increase 4 times its volume 

- Sediment retention and consequently 

changes in water nutrients, chemicals, and 

increased erosion 

- Changes in the ecological balance 

- The extinction of native fish 

- The disappearance of one of the few valleys 

that keep a stable population of deers 

- The repositioning of people in other 

territories 

- And the disappeŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άeŀŘƛǎέ 

community 

 

Silvia Rodriguez 

Intern 

 
  

Aysen area 
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10 .3. Impact of urbanization in the 
native communities of Pangoa, Peru  
 

VIDA (Life in spanish) ς Institute for the 

environment protection, based on La Punta ς 

Callao in Peru, launched an investigation 

project about the medicinal and dietary plants 

from the central rainforest of Peru, specially in 

the district of 

Pangoa, Satipo, 

Junin. 

 

The aim of this 

project is to identify 

the health and diet 

problems of 

indigenous people 

through a catalogue 

of useful plants from 

this region. 

Moreover this 

project can be used to 

measure the impact of globalization and urban 

expansion. 

For three months I was in San Martin de 

Pangoa, researching for the project. 

I met various people: the mayor, a tourism 

agency owner, an anthropologist, agronomy 

and forest engineers, farmers, plant sellers in 

the local market but especially shamans, native 

botanists, pharmacists and doctors, native 

women, community chiefs who introduced me 

to their medicinal plants. 

 

I was able to understand the native language 

(Nomatsiguenga and Ashaninka) and to meet 

the shamans and the community chiefs. 

In Lima, I met a botanist who helped me to 

find the scientific names to each plant. 

Finally I did a catalogue of about 200 plants 

identifying the names in Spanish, in the native 

languages and in Latin. 

 

Thanks to this study I discovered that natives 

have an important knowledge of nature, plants 

and wildlife. 

Nearer the towns this knowledge is being lost 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

use the natural medicine or diet as before 

because of the proximity of the modern 

pharmacies and 

markets. 

 

There are different 

problems which 

result from the 

misuse of the 

medicinal and 

dietary plants. 

Some farmers burn 

or eliminate wild 

vegetation to plant 

cassava root, 

pineapple, oranges 

or bananas. Actually they 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ōƛƎ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ 

of useful native plants. 

In some areas there are plants in danger. Of 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƭƻƴƻǎέ όǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ 

who came in the rainforest to do agriculture) 

and their coffee, cocoa and orange fields, 

eliminate also the plants with disproportionate 

quantities of pesticides and herbicides, which 

affect and destabilize ecosystems. 

The rural Peruvians are not well educated, so 

they just listen to the pesticides manufacturers 

who encourage the overuse of products to sell 

more. I saw fields entirely chemically burned. 

 

aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŝŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘs 

from the rainforest. There are lots of very 

healthy fruits (papaya, grapes, pinapple, 

mango, grapefruit...) which are not eaten 

because of the customs. They eat lot of 

cassava root, bananas and oranges (the two 

last were imported by the spanishs from Asia, 

ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛǾŜǎΩ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅύ ōǳǘ itΩǎ 

unhealthy. 

Ashaninka woman teaching medicine 

 


